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monton’s El claims 185% higher than last year
MARKUS ERMISCH every month since last Octo-  Alberta’s labour market means
Sun Media ber, pushing the total increase  fewer dollars will be spent in
over the past five months to  the province’s economy.

The number of Edmonto-  131.1%. Mehrer said it's “fair to
nians on employment insur- Nationally, the number of say” retail sales, which had
ance nearly tripled from last beneficiaries rose 10.6% to dropped by 1.8% in March in
year, according to new figures 681,410 in March, with the Alberta, are likely to continue
released yesterday by Statis- largest increases among men  dropping.
tics Canada. and people younger than 25 Nonetheless, Alberta’s

In March 2009, 14,650 vyears of age. labour market remains health-
locals were receiving EI com- Elsbeth Mehrer, manager ier than many other regions in
pared with 5,130 in March of workforce development the country, Mehrer said, not-
2008. That's a 185% jump and  for Calgary Economic Devel-  ing that “within a couple of
the second largest increase of opment, called the increase years we'll be back in a situa-
major Canadian cities behind  “very sad,” noting, however, tion where employers will be
only Calgary, which saw a  that there’s still a “stark” dif- fighting for talent””

187% jump from a year ago. ference between the number TD Securities economist

Calgary had 15,410 res- of people eligible toreceive EI  Millan Mulraine said the
idents receiving regular and those receiving it. “report offers a very dire prog-
employment benefits this “The fact that we have seen  nosis on the state of the Cana-
March, compared to 5,370 one  three times as many people on  dian labour market.”
year ago. EI as we did a year ago is cer- He said the rise in the

In Alberta, the number of tainly indicative of a soften- number of people remaining
regular beneficiaries rose by  inglabour market,” she said. on EI in March shows “dis-
10,240 to 42,160 in March, an  “The reality, though, is that placed workers are finding
increase of 32.1% and the fast- these numbers don’t reflect itincreasingly difficult to get
est monthly increase since the total number of people new jobs, which is consistent
Statistics Canada started unemployed.” with the recent employment
recording provincial data. In March, 123,000 people reports.”

EI claims in Alberta are now  were without a job in Alberta.
162.5% higher than one year That number rose to 126,600 markus.ermisch@sunmedia.ca
ago. in April, pushing the prov-

In fact, the number of ince's unemployment rate to
Albertans receiving benefits 6% last month.
hasrisen at an increasing pace The worsening trend in

‘ Bell

hanges to the
inst him?

KEEP 108S 1N mmul.

A

© UNLICENSED REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED / REPRODUCTION INTERDITE SANS PERMIS ©

NEIH

72 702635




Order/Commande

> > The Edmonton Sun (Edmonton, AB) 144424

>
C | S I O N ) Date 27.05.2009 Circ. 63348 Page 7 2/2

'Y LLE
an@B@nnRA
ass@BrsanBa A @ax@
RN T Y T TET EEL Lol -t
. [T LYl .."..“..-““.nu

asanR

l.nn-.-n-.lnunun.un.u

ana@ra@as@sn@x@x @K
Baan@an@rnBan@nBrn@n
X LI Yy L Py FEREY | P

-  NATIONAL Imgupl‘ovﬁ
keep]obsmcanad

.
h‘plnb" néi““.‘-

KEEP JOBS IN CANADA.C

PERRY MAH/SUN MEDIA

Thomas Stringham, creative director for The National Unemployment Clock, poses yesterday
in front of a truck displaying the number of unemployed Canadians. The truck stopped at
West Edmonton Mall as part of a nationwide campaign sponsored by the Telecommunication
Workers Union to raise awareness of the offshoring of Canadian jobs.
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